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Abstract

The presentation “Does brain research provide insights in teaching media literacy?” is
background material for teachers about brain research investigating students’ media
understanding. The presentation was first given to teachers and researchers in a webinar of
the DETECT project, and it provides insights and ideas for teaching medial litercy. An
essential background for the study was knowledge about adolescents’ development: they
are still developing the mentalising skills; i.e., an ability to infer the intentions of others,
and for this reason they are more influenced by their peer group. The study consisted of
two parts, brain research and a classroom experiment. The results showed, e.g., that for
students, the style and medium of news makes a difference for evaluating them, and
discussion in groups evoke students’ reflection on the media and writing style related to
the reliability of the news.
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